
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF EMO 
REGULAR COUNCIL MINUTES 

February 14, 2023 
 
Minutes of the Regular meeting of the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Emo held on 
Tuesday, February 14th, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Present: Mayor Harold McQuaker; Councillors Harrold Boven, Lisa Teeple, Philip Whatley, Gerald 
Wieringa; and Crystal Gray, Interim CAO/Clerk Treasurer; Jason Smith, Public Works Superintendent.  
 

• Ian Armstrong, Boundary Waters Forest Management arrived at 6:00 p.m. left at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Publicly available virtually via Zoom.  
 
1.0 MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 
2.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

1. BOVEN - WIERINGA BE IT RESOLVED that we approve the Regular Council Meeting Agenda of 
February 14, 2023. 

   CARRIED 
 

3.0 DECLARATION OF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST – 3 (three) 
 
1. Harrold Boven: 
 * Item 9.1, Resolutions/By-Laws – Flag & Proclamation Policy Ad-Hoc Committee – Appointment 
 
2. Harold McQuaker: 
 * Item 9.1, Resolutions/By-Laws – Flag & Proclamation Policy Ad-Hoc Committee – Appointment 
 
3. Harold McQuaker: 
 * Item 7.1, Public Works – a) Jason Smith – Public Works Report – February 7, 2023 
           b) Gravel Crushing Tender - 2023 

 
4.0 ADOPTION OF MINTUES/ERRORS OR OMISSIONS  

2. WHATLEY - BOVEN BE IT RESOLVED that the Special Council Meeting Minutes – January 7, 
2023; Regular Council Meeting Minutes – January 11, 2023; Special Council Meeting Minutes 
– January 13, 2023; Special Council Meeting Minutes – January 31, 2023; and Special Council 
Meeting Minutes – February 9, 2023, be accepted and approved. 

CARRIED 
 

5.0 DEPUTATIONS – 1 (one) 
5.1 Ian Armstrong, General Manager, Boundary Waters Forest Management – 6:30 p.m. 
    Ian Armstrong provided a report to Council regarding the Black Ash trees in Ontario. In  
   January 2022 the Black Ash was put under Ontario’s Endangered Species Act (ESA). The  
   primary threat to the Black Ash tree is the Emerald Ash Borer insect. Ian Armstrong is  
   bringing this change in the ESA to Northwestern Ontario’s attention due to NWO not 
   being consulted during this process. The ESA has established a recommended area of    
    28 meters circumference around any Black Ash tree as a restricted area. No work can be  
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   done in this area. This includes grass cutting; farming; commercial aggregate extraction 
   operations; commercial or personal harvesting of wood, including personal firewood;  
   construction and maintenance of recreational trails, etc. These changes come into full  
   effect January 2024 and will greatly affect Northwestern Ontario. Ian Armstrong is  
   requesting municipalities and residents to lobby their local MP about the Black Ash tree  
   being part of Ontario’s Endangered Species Act. 
 
5.2 Steven Derroco, MPAC – 7:00 p.m.  - Cancelled 
 
 

6.0    CORRESPONDENCE 
   Council reviewed the following correspondence: 

6.1  AMO – Registration AMO 2023 2023 AGM 
6.2 AMO – Policy Update – A Call for Provincial Action on Property Assessments 
6.3 AMO – Policy Update – ROMA 2023 Conference, Federal Disaster Mitigation and    
    Adaption Fund, RED Funding Intake Open 
6.4 AMO – Policy Update – Relate of Plan for Connected and Convenient Care, Phase II  
    Regulations for Fixing Long-Term Care Act, and Provincial Emergency Management  
     Plan 
6.5 AMCTO – Advocacy Update – Calling for the Return to the Assessment Cycle  
 
 
 
 

7.0 MOTIONS/STAFF REPORTS 
* 7.1 a) and b) Mayor Harold McQuaker declared a conflict of interest pertaining to  
Item 7.1 a) Public Works – a) Jason Smith – Public Works Report – February 7, 2023; and  
Item 7.1 b) Public Works – b) Gravel Crushing Tender – 2023. Re: Pecuniary Conflict. 
Mayor McQuaker left the Council Chambers during the portion, and Councillor Harrold Boven 
assumed the position of Chair during these items.  
 
3. BOVEN – WIERINGA  BE IT RESOLVED that the reports for February 14, 2023, be hereby   
    approved and accepted. 
 
  1. Jason Smith – Public Works Report – February 7, 2023 
  2. Rick Hallam, CBO – January 2023 Monthly Building Statistics Report 
  3. OCWA Water & Wastewater Monthly Report – December 2022 
  4. Tyrell Griffith – ACEL Fire Chief Report – January 1-February 9, 2023 
  5. April Simmons – EarlyON Centre – January 2023 Council Report 
  6. Nick Donaldson – January 2023 Report 
  7. Crystal Gray – Interim Report 2023-05 
  8. James Booth – Arena Report – February 2023 
           CARRIED 
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  4. WHATLEY - TEEPLE BE IT RESOLVED that we hereby accept tender from Harold McQuaker  
      Enterprise Ltd, in the amount of $100,000.00 plus HST, for Tender No. 2023-01 being  
      crushing of 10,000 cu. Yards of 5/8 Type “A” Gravel. Crushing and stockpiling to take place
       in Municipal Pit. 
 
      The Contractor shall complete the work by Tuesday, July 4th, 2023.  
             CARRIED 

 
   
   5. WIERINGA - BOVEN  BE IT RESOLVED that Council hereby accepts the Financial Statements 
        and approves payments on the following accounts: 

GENERAL 

Pre-Auth  Pre-Auth Utilities   $        40.21 
 Pre-Auth  OCWA & TBaytel   $ 31,759.03 
 Pre-Auth  Pre-Auth Utilities   $   7,559.35 
  Pre-Auth  Pre-Auth Utilities   $   4,437.09 
 Pre-Auth  VISA     $   3,048.30 
 GENERAL  (28,275 VOID)    $     (657.45) 
 GENERAL  (28,256-28,280)   $ 40,816.92 
 GENERAL  (28,281-28,291)   $ 26,010.33 
 GENERAL  (28,283)    $    3,093.41 
 GENERAL  (28,292-28,293)   $ 33,443.90 
 GENERAL  (28,294-28,299)   $   8,419.39 
 GENERAL  (28,300-28,311)   $ 39,972.52 
 GENERAL  (28,312-28,320)   $ 16,387.59 
 GENERAL  (28,321-28326)   $         120,942.77 
 PAYROLL  PR3243 Chq 9,081 VOID  $     (244.68) 
 PAYROLL  PR3247 Chq 9,088 VOID  $  (4,461.74) 
 PAYROLL  PR3283 Chq 9,117   $          82.81 
 PAYROLL  PR3284 Chq 9,118 Damaged  $             0.00 
 PAYROLL  PR3284 Chq 9,119   $        280.75 
 PAYROLL  PR3286 VOID    $   (4,436.51) 
 PAYROLL   PR3287 Chq 9,120   $    4,436.51 
  PAYROLL  PR3282    $ 21,517.84 
 PAYROLL  PR3288    $ 21,917.83 
 PAYROLL  PR3289    $   2,636.08 
 PAYROLL  PR3290    $ 22,065.48 
 Total General Payments     $         399,067.73 
 
 
 ARENA 
 Pre-Auth  Pre-Auth Utilities   $    1,532.06 
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 Pre-Auth  Pre-Auth Utilities   $       192.94 
 ARENA   (13,465-13,468)   $        546.65 
 ARENA   (13,469-13,471)   $  16,746.57 
 ARENA   (13,472-13,475)   $  14,496.29 
 ARENA   (13,476-13,480)   $        775.87 
 ARENA   (13,481)    $        483.20 
 Total Arena Payments     $   34,773.58 
 
   

EMO EARLYONE CENTRE/ETL 
  Pre-Auth  Pre-Auth Utilities   $           83.00 
  ETL   (6,001-6,002)    $     1,152.57 
  ETL   (6,002-6,004)    $         225.38 
  ETL   (6,005)     $      1,036.97 
  ETL   (6,006)     $           98.38 
  Total ETL Payments      $       2,596.75 
 
  RECREATION 
  Pre-Auth  Pre-Auth Utilities   $        700.49 
  Total Recreation Payments     $        700.49 
 
 PARKS   
  Pre-Auth   Pre-Auth Utilities   $        302.06 
  Total Parks Payments      $        302.06 
 

           CARRIED 
 
6. TEEPLE – WIERINGA BE IT RESOLVED that Council accepts the January 2023 Ontario 
Ombudsman Report, Investigation into a gathering held by Council for the Township of Emo on 
May 28, 2022, by Paul Dubé. 
 
            CARRIED 
 
 
7. TEEPLE – WIERINGA BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves the Northwestern Health Unit 
request for rebate in accordance with Section 361 of the Municipal Act, 2001. The total 2022 
rebate amount requested is $608.65. 
           CARRIED 
 
8. WHATLEY – WIERINGA BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves maintenance on the following 
drains, in accordance with Drainage Superintendent, Nico Veldhuisen’s Maintenance Proposal 
for 2023. 
 
1. Vanderaa Drain – Estimated Cost $2,000.00 
2. Fisher Drain – Estimated Cost $750.00 
           CARRIED 
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 Item 7.19 – Council verbally requested for Administration to investigate the procedures to 
abandon a municipal petition drain. Ogden Drain has been identified as a need to abandon due 
to it no longer being required.  
  

8.0 COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 9. WHATLEY – BOVEN BE IT RESOLVED that Council appoints the following individuals to the 
Emo-LaVallee Community Centre Board: 
 
1. Travis McCormick, Community Representative – Township of LaVallee 
2. Elaine Hughes, Councillor Representative – Township of LaVallee 
3. Brendan Hyatt, Councillor Representative – Township of LaVallee 
4. Tammy Strachan, Community Representative – Township of Emo 
5. Lisa Teeple, Councillor Representative – Township of Emo 
6. Gerald Wieringa, Councillor Representative – Township of Emo 
7. James Booth, Arena Manager – Township of Emo 
8. Crystal Gray, Interim CAO/Clerk Treasurer 
            CARRIED 
 10. WIERINGA – TEEPLE BE IT RESOLVED that Council appoints the following individual to the 
Emo Recreation Committee: 
 
1. Phil Whatley, Council Representative 
2. Deb DeGroot 
3. Maria Fuhrer 
4. Ken Brown 
5. John LaPlante 
6. James Booth, Arena Manager, Parks & Arena Representative 
7. Jason Smith, Public Works Superintendent, Public Works Representative 
8. Crystal Gray, Interim CAO/Clerk Treasurer, Administrative Representative 
            CARRIED 
 
 
11. BOVEN – WIERINGA BE IT RESOLVED that Council will approve $700.00 to be used to cover 
the costs of 2023 Family Day event.  
            CARRIED 
 
12. BOVEN – WHATLEY BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves the following individuals to 
attend NOMA AGM Conference and AGM on April 26 to April 28, 2023. 
 
1. Mayor Harold McQuaker 
2. Harrold Boven 
3. Gerald Wieringa 
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4. Lisa Teeple 
5. Phil Whatley 
6. Crystal Gray, Interim CAO/Clerk Treasurer 
 
            CARRIED 
 
13. BOVEN – WIERINGA BE IT RESOLVED that Council accepts and reviewed the following 
committee updates: 
1. ELCC Regular Meeting Minutes – January 18, 2023 
2. EPL Regular Board Meeting Minutes – November 28, 2022 
3. Emo Recreation Report – P Whatley – February 6, 2023 
4. RRDMA Executive Meeting Report – L Teeple – December 16, 2022 
            CARRIED 

 

 8.2 Lisa Teeple provided a verbal report regarding the Emo Public Library. The library is looking 
for three (3) new community representative board members. Preferably one community 
representative from each community (Emo, LaVallee, Chapple). With the increased inflation 
and all costs rising, the Emo Public Library is financially struggling with their costs. They are 
looking into options to help with revenue generation.  

 

9.0 RESOLTIONS/BY-LAWS  
* 9.1 Councillor Harrold Boven declared a conflict of interest pertaining to: 
Item 9.1 Resolutions/By-Laws – Flag & Proclamation Policy Ad-Hoc Committee. Re: Conflict of   
Interest as per HRTO File #2020-41858-I 
Councillor Harrold Boven left the Council Chambers during this portion.  
 
* 9.1 Mayor Harold McQuaker declared a conflict of interest pertaining to: 
Item 9.1 Resolutions/By-Laws – Flag & Proclamation Policy Ad-Hoc Committee. Re: HRTO 
charge. 
Mayor Harold McQuaker left the Council chambers during this item, and Councilor Gerald 
Wieringa assumed the position as Chair during this portion.  
 
 
 14. WHATLEY - TEEPLE BE IT RESOLVED that the following members of Council and 
Administration to an Ad-Hoc Committee to aid the investigation and development of a Flag & 
Proclamation Policy Ad-Hoc Committee.   
 
1. Crystal Gray, Interim CAO/Clerk Treasurer 
2. Lisa Teeple 
3. Phil Whatley          
            CARRIED 
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15. TEEPLE -BOVEN BE IT RESOLVED that the following members of Council and Management 
be appointed an Ad-Hoc Committee to aid in the review and updating of Township of Emo’s 
employee policies.  
 
1. Crystal Gray, Interim CAO/Clerk Treasurer 
2. Jason Smith, Public Works Superintendent 
3. Harold Boven 
4. Gerald Wieringa 
            CARRIED 
 
 
16. WHATLEY – BOVEN BE IT RESOLVED that By-Law 2023-05 being a by-law to enter into an 
agreement with the Corporation of the Township of Emo and FoTenn for Municipal Planning 
Services be read a first, second, and a third time, and finally be passed this 14th day of February, 
2023. 
            CARRIED 
 
17. WIERINGA – TEEPLE BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves the following projects to be 
completed by Ontario Clean Water Agency and funding through the 2023 OCIF allotment.  
 
1. Purchase and install backup Chlorination System    $17,010.05 
2. Purchase and install chemical feed pumps     $  7,527.70 
3. Purchase and install a static mixer for the WTP    $  1,119.36 
4. SCADA Upgrading and programing      $33,021.12 
5. Chlorination vacuum switches programing    $ 5,196.07 
6. Chemical shutdown/alarming program     $ 4,496.47 
     15% Contingency        $12,067.97 
Total          $80,438.74 
 
           CARRIED 
 
18. BOVEN – WIERINGA BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves the remaining 2023 OCIF 
amount of $12,082.37 to go towards gravel crushing cost if required.  
 
            CARRIED 
 
 
19. BOVEN – WHATLEY BE IT RESOLVED that By-Law 2023-06 being a by-law to enter int an 
agreement with the Corporation of the Township of Emo and PSD Citywide for Citywide Asset 
Manager be read a first, second, and a third time, and finally be passed this 14th day of 
February, 2023. 
           CARRIED 
 
 
20. BOVEN -WHATLEY BE IT RESOLVED that By-Law 2023-07 being a by-law to enter into an 
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agreement with the Corporation of the Township of Emo and PSD Citywide for Citywide 
Enterprise GIS be read a first, second, and a third time, and finally be passed this 14th day of 
February, 2023. 
            CARRIED 
 
 

 10.0 NEW and UNFINISHED BUSINESS  - None 
 
 
11.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA  

 
 
12.0 IN-CAMERA ITEMS 
 21. WIERINGA - BOVEN BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of The Corporation of the 
 Township of Emo hereby agree to go in-camera at 8:34 p.m. as authorized under Section 239 of 
 the Municipal Act, 2001 c.25 for the following purpose: 

Section 239 (2) 
a) Security of property of the municipality or local board; 

 
b) Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local board 

employees;     
 
12.1 a) Fire Department Operations 
         b) Employee Leaves 
         c) Volunteer Placements 
          d) Landfill Operations 
 

c) A proposed or pending acquisitions or disposition of land by the municipality or local board; 
d) Labour relations or employee negotiations; 

 
e) Litigation or potential litigation, including matters before administrative 

  tribunals, affecting the municipality or local board;         
 
12.2 a) Court File CV-22-00000001-0000 
         b) Petition Drains – Frank Szeder Drain 
           

f) Advice subject to a solicitor-client privilege, including communications 
necessary for that purpose; 

g) A matter in respect of which a council, local board or committee or other body 
 may hold a closed meeting under another Act; 

h) information explicitly supplied in confidence to the municipality or local board by Canada, a 
province or territory or a Crown agency of any of them; 

i) a trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial, financial or labour relations information, 
supplied in confidence to the municipality or local board, which, if disclosed, could reasonably 
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be expected to prejudice significantly the competitive position or interfere significantly with the 
contractual or other negotiations of a person, group of persons, or organization; 

j) a trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial or financial information that 
belongs to the municipality or local board and has monetary value or potential monetary value; 

k) a position, plan, procedure, or criteria or instruction to be applied to any negotiations carried 
on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the municipality or local board. 2001, c.25, c. 239 (2); 
2017, c. 10, Sched. 1, s. 26. 
 
Section 239 (3) 

a) a request under the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, if the 
council, board, commission or other body is the head of an institution for the purposes of that 
Act; or 

b) an ongoing investigation respecting the municipality, a local board or a municipally-controlled 
corporation by the Ombudsman appointed under the Ombudsman Act, an Ombudsman 
referred to in subsection 223.13 (1) of this Act, or the investigator referred to in subsection 
239.2 (1). 2014, c. 13, Sched. 9, s. 22. 
 
            CARRIED 
 
22. BOVEN - TEEPLE BE IT RESOLVED that we agree to return to open session at 9:24 p.m. 
             
            CARRIED 

 
23. TEEPLE - WHATLEY BE IT RESOLVED that Administration be directed to proceed as per 
 Council’s instructions in-camera. 
 
            CARRIED 

 
 24. TOLES – BOVEN BE IT RESOLVED that we hereby adjourn to meet at 6:00 p.m. for the 
 Regular Council Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 14, 2023. 
 
            CARRIED 
 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:46 p.m. 
 
Attested by: 
 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Harold McQuaker,       Crystal Gray,  
Mayor        Interim CAO/Clerk Treasurer 
 

 


